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Barbara Walsh, (2nd from left), mother of Sgt. First Class Benjamin Sebban,  receives her 
son’s posthumous Silver Star for gallantry from Congressman Frank Pallone Jr. (r) during 
Memorial Day services in front of South Amboy City Hall following the parade.  Sgt. First 
Class Sebban resided in South Amboy, and served valiantly as a Senior Medic in support of 
Operation Iraqui Freedom.  Walsh also received the same award from President George W. 
Bush on May 22nd at the 82nd Airborne Division Review in Fort Bragg, NC.  Also pictured 
are South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (l) and Councilman/Lt. Col. John O’Connell, 
NJANG. (2nd from right) (Photo by Brian Stratton)  

The Sayreville Police Dept. marches down Main Street during the Borough’s Memorial Day 
Parade.  See more parade photos inside.  (Photo by Katelyn Keegan) 

South Amboy 
Election

South Amoby Democrats were unop-
posed for nominations for (3) four year 
City Council seats.  Longtime Councilman 
Russell Stillwagon notched 110 votes in the 
First Ward.  Stillwagon has held the post 
since 1991.  Newcomer, Mark Noble, who 
is making his first run in politics, got 100 
votes in the Second Ward.   He will replace 
Councilman John Szatkowski.   Councilman 
John O’Connell tallied 116 votes in the Third 
Ward.  O’Connell is a war hero with many 
decorations, and also a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the New Jersey Air National Guard.

St. Stan’s Student 
#1 In NJ

Ryan Casano, a first grade student at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School in Sayreville was 
named the 2008 State Handwriting winner 
for Grade 1 in the National Handwriting 
Contest sponsored by Zaner-Bloser Educa-
tional Publishers.

Ryan will go on to compete against state 
winners nationwide for the title of National 
Winner selected for each grade level.  A 
Grand National Champion will be selected 
from all National Winners.

St. Stan’s has had state winners for the 
past 3 years in this contest.  Good handwrit-
ing is stressed throughout the curriculum in 
grades 1-8.  During the Awards Ceremony 
this month, both Ryan and school principal, 
Mrs. Harriet Samim, received beautifully en-
graved wood pens, a special award certificate, 
and a gift certificate to the school for Zaner-
Bloser learning materials.  Congratulations, 
Ryan and Mrs. Samim!

Sayreville School 
Aids St. Jude

Sayreville Middle School students 
recently participated in a Math-A-Thon, 
and raised $4,259.66 for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.  The money came from 
pledges and donations for correctly complet-
ing math problems.

The event was organized by teachers 
Kimberly Jaremczak and Ashley Conners.  
The Math-A-Thon is part of the school’s 
Character Education Program, and since 
its inception in 2003, has raised $15,628.55 
for St. Jude’s.  Congratulations on a job 
well done!

Viewing Draws 
Thousands

Michael Daly, 29, of South River, and 
an Our Lady Of Victories School graduate 
died on May 30 after courageously battling 
cancer for over 3 years.  The young man, 
who was a very popular coach and mentor 
to so many, was remembered by thousands 
of people whose lives he touched in such a 
positive way.  

The viewing, which was held at the Car-
men F. Spezzi Funeral Home in Sayreville 
was according to owner Carmen Spezzi, the 
largest at the establishment in over 40 years.  
The waiting line was over 2 1/2 hours long.  
Young Michael Daly was loved and admired 
by all, and certainly made this world a much 
better place.

Kenny Wins 
Teacher Of The 

Year
Charlene Kenny, the school nurse at the 

Harry S. Truman School in Sayreville has 
been selected Teacher of the Year for her 
work as school nurse and health educator.  
The award is part of the state Governor’s 
Teacher Recognition program.  Congratula-
tions, Charlene!

Members of the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Sqaud pose for this group shot prior to the 
Memorial Day Parade, at which they were honored for their 75th Anniversary, along with 
the veterans who fought so bravely for the U.S.A.  (Photo by Katelyn Keegan)

Have a Safe
4th
of

July

On May 24th, South Amboy Middle School 
student, Taylor Bernosky (L) performed a 
violin solo at the world famous Carnegie 
Hall.  Taylor auditioned with hundreds of 
New Jersey Students and was chosen to 
be showcased.  Taylor was accompanied 
on the piano by South Amboy High School 
Music Director, Conrad Erdt (R).  Taylor 
received a beautiful gold trophy and medal, 
while Mr. Erdt received an engraved plaque.  
Congratulations!!

Gardening Contest 
The City of South Amboy will be hold-

ing its 1st Annual Gardening Contest.  How 
does your garden grow?  Let everyone know 
by entering.  There will be 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place prizes awarded in the following 
categories: Front Yard Gardens; Back Yard 
Gardens; Terrace Gardens.

Applications are available at City Hall, 

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library or may be 
downloaded from the City website: www.
southamboynj.gov.  The application and 
a 4 x 6 color picture of your garden must 
be submitted by July 1st to: South Amboy 
Garden Club, c/o Events Committee, 140 
North Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  
Good luck!
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Barbara Walsh (c), mother of Sgt. First Class Benjamin Sebban, holds her son’s posthumous 
Silver Star which was presented to her by Congressman Frank Pallone Jr. following the 
Memorial Day Parade in South Amboy.  Other dignitaries and military personnel in the photo 
are (l-r) Councilman Russ Stillwagon, Mayor John T. O’Leary, Councilman Joseph Connors, 
Council President Fred Henry, Barbara Walsh, Congressman Pallone, Assemblyman John 
S. Wisniewski, Congressman Robert E. Andrews, Councilman/NJ Air National Guard Lt. 
Col. John O’Connell, OS2 Michael Sekerak, U.S. Navy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Wisniewski On TV
On May 26th, State Assemblyman John 

S. Wisniewski of Sayreville appeared on 
Channel 14 “Meet The Leaders” TV show, 
and did an outstanding job, as he discussed 
all of today’s major issues in the state of 
New Jersey.
McKeon On ESPN

Jack McKeon, one of Major League 
Baseball’s All-Time greatest managers, was 
a special guest on the ESPN network during 
coverage of the Major League Draft earlier 
this month.  Jack, a South Amboy native, 
will be back in town for St. Mary’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame Dinner/Induction ceremony 
on Oct. 18th.
50th Anniversary

Congratulations go out to Nicholas and 
Marie Borruso of Parlin, who celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary on June 1st!  Nick 
and Marie were the owners of Meineke Car 
Center in Sayreville, East Brunswick and 
South Plainfield, before retiring in 1991.
It Was Marty

South Amboy First Aid historian, Adam 
Kierst, formerly of South Amboy told us that 
the unidentified First Aid member in the ‘54 
picture, which we ran in the April SA Times, 
was none other than the late Martin Carroll.  
Thanks Adam for the ID.
In Memoriam

Patrick Vona, 100, formerly of South 
Amboy died on April 10.  He was a 1926 
St. Mary’s graduate, and star pitcher for the 
baseball team.  Pat was a former sanitary 
inspector for the City of South Amboy.  
Miriam Fehrle 81, of Sayreville died on May 
15.  She was a physical education teacher in 
Sayreville for 35 years until retiring in ‘87.  
Vince Paisal, 80, of South Amboy died on 
May 23.  He was the retired owner of Amboy 
Glass Works, and also coached the South 
Amboy Sabres Pop Warner football team.  
Jack Geant, 82, formerly of South Amboy 
died on May 24.  He owned Terry’s Garage 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1977, he was the foreman of Mel-

rose Hose Co. #1?  a.Steve Makwinski b.Rich 
Standowski c.John Prusakowski

2.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1970?  
a.Leo Ryan b.Fritz Lukie c.Stanley Jankows-
ki

3.This bakery was located at 100 Main 
St., Sayreville in ‘82?  a.Sayreville Bakery 
b.Bobby & Sue’s c.Dunkin’ Donuts

4.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1976?  
a.Hank Megill b.Walt Kozak c.Bob 
Munck

5.In ‘75, this auto dealer was located on 
Rt. 35 North in Melrose?  a.Wood Chrysler-
Plymouth b.Jensen’s c.Hy-Way Sales

6.Sacred Heart School principal in ‘76?  
a.Sister M. Vianney b.Sister M. Bernard 
c.Sister M. Frederick

7.In 1983, this fishery was located on 
Rt. 35 North, in Morgan?  a.Surf & Turf  
b.Lobster Shack c.Seafood Tonite

8.She wrote a column “St. Mary’s 
Scene” in a local newspaper in 1988?  
a.Sarah O’Malley b.Janis Montalbano c.Kim 
Harkins

9.This business was located at the A 
& P Shopping Center on Rt. 9, Parlin in 
‘77?  a.Chicken Delight b.Chicken Tonight 
c.Heavenly Chicken

10.Editor of St. Mary’s school newspa-
per in 1965-66?  a.Ellen Mignone b.James 
Dufford c.Robert Knight

11.President of Sayreville Jaycee-ettes 
in 1980?  a.Mary Consiglione b.Barbara 
Pavlik c.Susan Kobeski

12.This lunch and deli business was 
located at 528 Ridgeway Ave., South Amboy 
in 1988?  a.Quick & Easy b.Sister’s c.Big 
Freddy’s

Answers
1c 2c 3a 4a 5b 6b 7b 8c 9a 10b 11b 
12b.continued on page 6
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Foodtown employees proudly display the Judge’s Memorial Trophy, which was awarded to 
them by the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad for their beautiful, patirotic float in the 
South Amboy Memorial Day Parade.  Foodtown owner, Ed Paczkowski said that he was 
very proud of the trophy, and truly appreciated it.  He also praised the First Aid for “Their 
outstanding work and services provided to  our community for 75 Years.”
Pictured (l-r) Nancy Orlowski, Frank Dill, Deborah Jackson and Darcy Myers.  Congratulations, 
Foodtown!  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

RE/MAX BEST REALTY

RE/Max Best Realty, located at 
137 South Broadway in South Amboy 
specializes in residential and commercial 
real estate in New Jersey.   Led by Bro-
ker/Owner Bruce Parker, RE/Max Best 
Realty’s South Amboy office sponsors, 
participates in and supports local South 
Amboy activities.  Parker proudly states 
that, “We support South Amboy, from 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade to the flag 
raising ceremonies to the Seafood Festival 
and the tree lighting ceremony.   We are 
happy to sponsor events at the Shoregate 
senior building and we proudly bring 
Santa Claus to South Amboy at the an-
nual tree lighting ceremony every year.  
Being part of the community gives us 
the ability to give-back.”   Bea Harvey, 
a RE/Max Best Realty administrator and 
Shoregate Condominium Association 
Board Member, added,” It is an honor to 
work with Bruce Parker.  He understands 
how important it is to serve, represent 
and help the people of South Amboy.”  
Parker himself has been a past President 
of the South Amboy Business Associa-
tion.  “We truly are your South Amboy 
neighborhood experts.”   

Bruce is also proud of his agents 
in South Amboy, headed up by Office 
Manager, Todd Higgins.  “Todd has a very 
high level of knowledge and experience, 
which benefits each of our customers 
and the community.  He is a great asset 
to our office.”  The Re/Max Best South 
Amboy roster of agents includes Lisa 
Bell, Stacey Stewart, Edgar Dillon, Iza-
bela Lizewska, Vanessa Hernandez and 
Donald Beck.  “The Re/Max Best team in 
South Amboy is a highly skilled group of 
agents which I have the pleasure to work 
with,” Parker said.  

Bruce Parker is an award winning 
Realtor.  He has received the Circle of 
Excellence Award from the National 
Association of Realtors every year since 
1998.  He has also received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Re/Max Inter-
national.  “In a declining market, the most 
important thing that customers need is an 
experienced agent who works full-time, 
day-in and day-out in the market.”  Parker 
has been in the real estate market for the 
last two cycles of rising and declining 
prices.  “Because I have the experience 
of two complete real estate cycles behind 
me, I understand the pitfalls of the current 
market.  I understand that real estate is an 

ever-changing business and I understand 
how to spot and adapt to changes in the 
market.”  

Bruce is also the Director of the Best 
School of Real Estate where he teaches 
real estate licensing, broker licensing 
and what he calls “career advancement” 
courses.  He founded the school to help 
real estate agents expand their real estate 
knowledge.  “I have found that many 
agents short change their clients by not 
expanding their knowledge base and 
keeping up with market trends.”   Like his 
Boy Scout years, Bruce believes in being 
prepared, and to him that means being 
prepared to offer the best services possible 
to customers.  Recent career advancement 
courses at the Best School of Real Estate 
have included property tax  liens, the real 
estate agents role in property tax appeals, 
foreclosures and short sales (note:  a short 
sale occurs when a lending institution 
agrees to accept less money than they are 
owed as payment in full for a loan).   “In 
order to effectively service clients in this 
market, real estate agents must know how 
to identify and manage a short sale.  Over 
400 real estate professionals have attended 
my short sale class since December 2007.  
I have also provided personal instruction 
to many brokers and agents and I have 
helped them in handle difficult real estate 
situations.”  

Parker is dedicated to advancing real 
estate professionalism and education, but 
in the end he loves being a real estate 
broker.  “One most rewarding activities is 
when I am able to help someone save their 
home.”  Parker understands the value of 
his experience and knowledge in helping 
those who are forced to sell their home.  
“If I can help someone sell their home 
and avoid ruining their credit or owing 
the bank more money than they sold their 
house for, then I feel like I have done a 
good deed.”

Re/Max Best Realty has offices 
in South Amboy, South Plainfield and 
Highland Park.  The Best School of Real 
Estate has teaching locations in Old Bridge, 
South Plainfield and at Middlesex County 
College in Edison.  If you would like to 
contact Bruce Parker, you may call him at 
732-727-4065 x209 (office) or 908-202-
5738 (cellular).  If you are interested in 
finding out more about the Best School of 
Real Estate, please call 732-828-2004.

The excellent staff of RE/MAX BEST REALTY is pictured (l-r), Lee Parker, Office 
Manager Todd Higgins, Edgar Dillon, Frank Luisi, Broker/Owner Bruce Parker, Bea 
Harvey and Izabela Lizewska. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1968
By Tom Burkard

Whew!  40 years already!  It seems 
like time really does fly.  St. Mary’s HS 
Class of ‘68 had some of the finest people 
you’d ever want to meet.  One of my best 
friends of all time, Joe “Jasko” Jaskowiak 
was a member of this class, and I was a year 
behind, so he dragged me along to all the 
dances, basketball games, and other social 
events during that time.

I’m sure I’ll miss several names, but 
don’t take it personally, as I still think the 
world of every single person in the Class 
of 1968.

Sister M. Madeline was principal, Msgr. 
Sullivan, pastor.  Some popular teachers 
included: Sister Amadeo, Father Fulton, 
James Dowd, Sister Dominic, Richard 
Mager, Stephen Nestinger, Ronald Lucas, 
Sister Mary Richard, Walt Peto, Charles 
Nuziale, Pat Smith, Sister Monica Marie 
and Tom Otto.

Even though the school was on split 
sessions since the devastating fire of May 4, 
1966, there were plenty of “groovy” activities 
happening at SM.  Sister Anicetus directed 
the Annual Singout in October.  Seniors who 
turned in outstanding singing performances 
were Mary Fogarty, Rich Beyer, Antoinette 
Lagoda and Nancy Stochel.  Rock bands in 
the show were the legendary group “The 
Profits,” and “The End.”

Tom Kelly was Student Council Presi-
dent, who later went on to become the most 
famous ‘68er by managing the Minnesota 
Twins Major League Baseball Club to the 
World Series Championship in 1987 and 
1991.  Jim Coan was vice-president, and 
Donna Vigilante secretary-treasurer.

Members of the Class of ‘68 selected 
randomly: John Andolfi, Nancy Banfield, 
Constance Banilis, Maryanne Bergin, Rich 
Beyer, Deborah Biesiada, Ann Bilotta, John 
Camire, Marguerite Buckley, Gerald Cara-
cappa, Francis Cata, Tony Carrino, Gene 
Chodkiewicz, Jim Coakley, Bob Coakley, 
Carol Connors, Kathy Coman, John Cooney, 
Barabara Coulter, Kevin Crowley, Toni 

DeGruccio, Elizabeth Dempsey, Karen 
Detlefsen, Jack Diem, John Dorvin, Tom 
Downs, Vaughn Duffy, Marguerite Doyle, 
Francis Fee, Kathy Fitzmorris, Marilyn Fran-
conero, Lynn Freeman, Linda Gallagher, Jim 
Gallagher, Kathleen Griffith, John Gulick, 
Alan Hahn, Linda Hanko, Ellen Hall, Pat 
Harland, Carol Healy, Kathy Hendricks, Joe 
Hogan, Tom Holovacko, Ellenann Jacoutot, 
Bob Jones, Louise Keenan, Karen Kennedy, 
Sharon Kelly, Kathy Kennedy, Craig Kierst, 
Maureen Kirk, Esther Klemens, Sharon Ko-
koszka, Jane Kuczynski, Tim Lasko, Joan 
Laurie, Judy Leslie, Joanne Lewandowski, 
Eileen Loftus, Eileen McCabe, Kathy 
McBain, Mary Rita McCarthy, Bill McCo-
nnell, Larry McGinn, Sheila Neilan, Vicky 
Przygocki, Nancy Stochel, Alice McQuade, 
Bill O’Hare, Maureen O’Keefe, Barbara 
Olszewski, Carol Paulukiewicz,  Dorothy 
Pavlonnis,  Ed Percheski, Patricia Pizzillo, 
Gail Powell, Vicky Przygocki, Diane Ridge-
way, Barbara Russell, Ellen Rosenbohm, 
Veronica Ruszala, Ron Seaman, Linda 
Sedlak, Steve Skarzynski, Monica Seaman, 
Henry Skarzynski, Joan Smolinski, Celeste 
Smith, Bill Sorrentino, Maryann Stader, 
Marylou Soden, Kathy Stankiewicz, Ray 
Stanley, Greg Stockinger, Maryann Stanton, 
Kevin Stover, Ron Stramback, Susan Sul-
livan, Henry Sutter, Charlotte Trpisovsky, 
Maureen Thornton, Keith Tedesco, Karen 
Walczak, Tom Wronski, Helen Wyluda, 
Victor Zakrzewski.  Please take a moment 
to remember the following deceased class 
members and any others who passed away 
that we are not aware of: Sue Erickson, 
George Gilbert, Victoria Gilbert, Barbara 
Hahn, Mike Krotosek, Billy McKain, Eliza-
beth Nebus, Claire Meehan. 

A change was in the air, not only 
nationally with anti-war and civil rights 
demonstrations, but also in South Amboy 
at St. Mary’s.  The Sisters of Mercy under-
went a major change in their wardrobe, as 

continued on page 12
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Members of the American Legion Post 211 of Sayreville are pictured at the St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Cemetery in Sayreville, as they prepare to place American flags on the graves of 
veterans who served their country in World War II, Korea, and Viet Nam.  (Photo courtesy 
of Gerald Springard, Post 211 Historian)

Locals Survived Tornado
On May 13th, South Amboy’s Ken Rog-

ers and his son Tom were visiting relatives 
in Macon, Georgia, when a tornado hit at 
about 5:30 a.m.  

Ken described the life-threatening expe-
rience, “There was lightning flashing, wind 
blowing, and a siren screaming as if out of 
control.  As a prelim on Saturday evening, 
we had wind, rain, and golf ball size hail.  At 
about 8 a.m. we dared to leave, but within 2 
blocks in each direction, we were detoured 
because of fallen trees and wires across the 
road.  Determined to explore more, we made 
about a quarter circle of Macon on 475, 
where fallen and blown trees completely 
covered the road.  There were parked patrol 
cars with flashing lights protecting the ef-
forts of cleaning up.  Troopers from these 
cars were assisting work crews by hand to 

remove debris from the road.  At one point, 
a car on its side against the concrete divider, 
had another car on top of it.

Returning to another main artery 
(Old 80 to Columbus), debris was littered 
everywhere, with the roadway covered.  
Businesses on both sides of the street were 
either damaged or destroyed completely.  
Traffic signals were not working, some 
blown off.  Volunteers were controlling 
some intersections.

My brother-in-laws 3 plus acres sur-
vived, but without power and water.  Trees 
60-80 feet tall sheltered about 75% like an 
umbrella.  Oak, Chestnut, Pecan, Mulberry, 
and White Birch.  

People seemed to be everywhere 
examining or just standing and staring as 
hypnotized or in awe of what happened, 
what they saw, and what they found hard to 
believe.  There were no fatalities that I’m 
aware of.  God can do it all!”

Video Captures 
South Amboy

South Amboy’s John Terpenning has 
produced a great video from pictures he 
took from 1979-1996.  The video, “Around 
And Through South Amboy And Over The 
Bridges To Perth” features highlights of the 
South Amboy Waterfront pre-park days, the 
Raritan Diner, Fireman’s 100th Anniver-
sary Parade, trains, and lots of nature shots 
of plants, flowers, birds and much more.  
John, an award-winning photographer, did 
a fantastic job putting this together, and it 
certainly is most interesting, and a must for 
all locals to see.  You can get a copy of this 
video at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
in South Amboy or at the South Amboy 
Senior Center. 

OLV SENIOR TRIP
The OLV Seniors are planning a trip to 

Surflight Theatre on Sunday, August 17, 2008 
to the Surlight Theatre. The price of $70.00 
includes a show, Will Rogers Follies starring 
John Davidson and a brunch at the Bayberry 
Inn. The bus departs from OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:45AM and returns at 6PM. Light 
refreshments will also be served on the bus.  
For further information or to reserve a seat, 
please call Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Block Party
The South Amboy Elks 784 will be 

holding a Block Party on June 22nd from 
3-7 p.m.  The food will include hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, BBQ chicken and salads.  Tap 
beer and soda will also be provided.  Tickets 
are $20 in advance.  Children 5-10 are $10, 
and under the age of 5 are FREE.  Tickets 
at the door are $25.  Please purchase your 
tickets at the Lodge. Entertainment will be 
provided by the outstanding local group, 
“Collage.”   For more info contact Cheryl 
Torres 732-616-8011. 

How To Cope
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2008

Inflation, recession, depression
Is there a cure
For enduring the rough times?
Financial hardships,
Bankruptcy, food stamps,
Home foreclosures, unemployment,
Rising taxes, grocery, and energy costs,
Last year’s prices have gone thru the roof
It’s enough to cause a nervous breakdown-
How to cope?
No more MORE
Learn to survive on LESS.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

in South Amboy for over 50 years.  
Edward Szatkowski, 31, of South Amboy 
died on May 24.  He worked for the City of 
South Amboy as a laborer for 6 years.  Ed-
die was a great guy, and loved by all.  Allen 
Skrynka, 53, of South Amboy died on May 
26.  He was a kind, good-natured guy.  Allen 
worked for 27 years with the South Amboy 
Water Dept., and was a former Captain of 
the Progressive Fire Co.  Josephine Kabara, 
90, of Parlin died on June 1.  She was a Eu-
charistic Minister at Sacred Heart Church.  
Rose Mazur, 82, of Sayreville died on June 1.  
She was a former executive board member 
of St. Stanislaus Kostka PTA, and many 
other fine organizations.  V. Ida Gilbert, 85, 
of South Amboy died on June 3.  She was 
a very kind lady to all.  Leon Bodak, 92, of 
Sayreville died on June 5.  He worked as a 
chemical operator for 40 years at Hercules 
Inc.  They will always be remembered.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2
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Kyle Babulak (c) of South Amboy, son of Greg 
(l) and Cheryl Babulak (r), and grandson of 
Marge Gorczyca, graduated from Ramapo 
College of New Jersey on May 16.  He 
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree with a 
major in Law and Society.  Congratulations 
on a job well done!

60th Wedding 
Anniversary

Esther Kurtz and Lester Buickerood 
were married on July 3, 1948, at the First 
Presbyterian Church in South Amboy.  
Attendants were Esther (Geant) Jurski and 
Harlold Buickerood (both deceased), Joy 
(Kurtz) Sumski and Fred Kurtz.
Es and Les have 3 children, Donna, Karl, 
and Brian, and 4 grandchildren.  
They reside in the Mechanicsville section of 
South Amboy, where they have lived since 
their marriage.  Congratulations on your 60th 
Wedding Anniversary, and may God continue 
to bless you both, and your family!

Patricia Hartigan of South Amboy, graduated 
from Ramapo College of New Jersey on 
May 16 with a Bachelors Degree in Social 
Work.  A member of Thei Phi Alpha Sorority, 
she also made the Deans List.  Patty has 
been accepted into the accredited Social 
Work Masters program at Rutgers beginning 
this summer.  While pursuing her Masters, 
her clinical hours will be done at Catholic 
Charities in Perth Amboy.  Patty is a 2004 
graduate of South Amboy HS, and is also 
the granddaughter of the late Pat and Teddy 
Lewandoski.  Congratulations from mother 
Mary Claire, brother Tim and sister Nora.

Joseph Trpisovsky, son of Frank Trpisovsky 
and Jeanne Rogers, Ponta Vedra, Florida 
has a 4.0 GPA, and is on the Dean’s and 
President’s List for his junior year at Florida 
State University.  He is in the mechanical 
engineering program, and has a full 
scholarship based on his high school record.  
Joseph has a 3.7 overall average as he enters 
his senior year.  He is the grandson of South 
Amboy’s Frank and Mary Trpisovsky and 
Kennth Rogers and the late Julia Rogers. 
Congratulations on a job well done!    

Summer Programs 
At library

Adults, be sure to check out the special 
summer “Nautical Treats @ your library” 
program.  The summer program will be 
launched with a special Titanic program on 
Monday, June 23rd at 7 pm.  Noted Titanic 
expert and author, Charles Haas will pres-
ent a special program featuring the inside 
story and what happened after the 2,228 
passengers and crew sailed in 1912.  Using 
archival photographs, Charles Haas will 
vividly highlight life on board – from din-
ing afloat to recreational activities –   from 
her fatal encounter with the iceberg to the 
poignant scenes of the liner’s evacuation.  
The program concludes with a discussion 
of the recovery of the artifacts, some of 
which will be on display.  Also on display, 
will be Henry Schaefer’s ship model of the 
Titanic which he built from scratch!  Mr. 
Schaefer is a talented model ship builder 
who just recently won the 1st Prize at the 
Northeast Ship Model Conference with his 
6-foot long ship model of the German Sea 
Raider “Atlantis.”  So, don’t miss this special 
program!  Free admission.

Kids, come to the Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy to pick up your summer calen-
dar of events and sign up for the fun “Catch 
the Reading Bug” summer program!   The 
Opening Program will take place on July 1 
at 12 Noon.  Come see Magic Jim perform 
a super fun and exciting magic show that he 
wants you to be part of!  On August 14th at 2 
pm, come see Junior Jam give a rip-roaring 
children’s concert performance!

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Kierst of Sayreville would 
like to announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Courtney Marie, to Theodore 
Tympanick, III, son of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Tympanick, Jr. of Piscataway.
Courtney is a graduate of St. Mary Regional 
High School, South Amboy and Seton Hall 
University, South Orange, New Jersey.  She 
is currently employed as a professional sales 
representative with Forest Pharmaceuticals 
in central New Jersey.
Theodore is a graduate of Piscataway High 
School and Kean University, Union, New 
Jersey.  He is currently employed by the 
Piscataway Board of Education as a History 
teacher at Piscataway High School.
An October 24, 2009 wedding is planned.
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The Rev. Nancy A. Nardi, Pastor of the Messiah Lutheran Church, invited members of 
American Legion Post No. 211 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4699 to attend the 
“Freedom’s Holy Light Memorial Day Service,” which was held on May 25.  Members of the 
two Sayreville Posts are pictured with Rev. Nardi after the service, which was held at the 
Messiah Lutheran Church, 3091 Bordentown Ave., Parlin.  (Photo/Information courtesy of 
Edward Strek, Captain of American Legion Color Guard) 

1948-A vintage photo of a St. Mary’s High School prom invitation.

St. Mary’s Hall Of 
Fame Induction

St. Mary’s High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame will hold its Induction Dinner/Cer-
emony on Saturday, Oct. 18th at St. Mary’s 
Gym.  The event which begins at 7:30 p.m. 
will be preceded by a Mass at St. Mary 
Church at 6 p.m.  The menu will consist of a 
full course meal, with wine, beer, and soda.  
Tickets will be available shortly, and there 
will be a discount for each reservation for a 
table of 10.  For more info, contact Maureen 
Kemble at 732-721-0748, ext. 243.

The 12 Eagles/Lady Eagles sports 
legends who will be inducted include: Bill 
“Biff” McKeon, Jack Vail, Jay Derent, Nick 
Charmello, John Inman, Lisa Harrigan, 
Joe Kolakowski, Matt Sabo, Ed Twomey, 
Virginia Zaleski, and posthumously, Don 
Szatkowski and Ed Carroll.

St. Mary’s Class of 
‘48 Reunion

St. Mary’s High School classes of 1948 
through 1952 will be helping the Class of ‘48 
celebrate its 60th Class Reunion on Friday, 
Oct. 17th and Saturday, Oct. 18th.  Some of 
the members of the Class of 1948 who will 
attend are Jack and Eddie O’Brien, from 
Seattle, Washington, and Jack McKeon from 
Elon College, North Carolina.  All three are 
major leaguers and also St. Mary’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame members.  Jim “Troubles” 
O’Brien, Class of ‘49 and Theresa O’Brien, 
Class of ‘53 will also be accompanying the 
twins on their journey from Seattle.  The 
group is expected to be at the St. Mary’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner/Induction 
Ceremony the following evening on October 
18th, so don’t miss it! 

Please e-mail Bill “Biff” McKeon at: 
McKeon47725@wowway.com, or Robert 
“Pep” Bennett at: Dilts311@aol.com.

Students 
Recognized

In honor of National Youth Week, the 
South Amboy Elks recognized the follow-
ing local students: Shivam Patel, Julianna 
Lembo, Justin Renales and Erin Douglas.  
Exalted Ruler Robert Schaaf presented each 
student with a certificate, as well as a $25 gift 
card to Wal-Mart.  Congratulations! 

Cut-A-Thon For  
Cancer Research

The Hair Shop located at 3188 Washing-
ton Road, Parlin, will be holding a Cut-a-thon 
on Sunday, June 29th from 10am-4pm.  All 
proceeds will benefit The Lustgarten Founda-
tion for Pancreatic Cancer Research. 

Maryann Minnella, owner of the Hair 
Shop, said that the parking lot will be turned 
into an “outdoor salon”.  The charge for hair-
cuts wet or dry (no blow drying) is $15 per 
person.  She also mentioned that there will 
be food and beverages available for purchase 
along with several raffles for great prizes! A 
DJ will be donating their time throughout 
the entire event.

On a final note, Maryann added that 
this organization is particularly important 
to her because both her parents died from 
pancreatic cancer and hope that some day 
a cure will be found to help benefit others 
fighting this terrible disease.  

Flashback: 1963
The Amshore Civics Club of South 

Amboy elected George Kardos, president; 
Ray Lownes, vice-president; Jim Hagerman, 
treasurer; Harry Barna, secretary.

50 Year Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1959 

will be celebrating its 50-year reunion 
next year.  Please call Judy Opiola Loya, 
732-752-1202 or Judy Hensberger Zaleski, 
732-727-4019 to update class members’ 
information.
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they literally “changed their habits.”  Their 
new look featured shorter skirts and habits 
that actually showed their hair.  December 
1967 was a busy month for Maryites.  The 
Christmas Ball was held on Dec. 9th in the 
cafeteria, and the theme was “Winter Won-
derland.”  Bids were only $4 and limited to 
upper classmen.  Music was by Mother’s 
Little Helpers.  Were you there?  On Dec. 
14th, the Annual Festival of Carols was a 
huge success.  Carolyn Dahl’s rendition of 
“I Wonder As I Wander” was a big hit, and 
the grand finale “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
brought the house down, and heightened the 
Christmas Spirit.  The Annual Retreat took 
place during the week of Jan. 29, 1968, and 
the theme was “Love.”  The Annual Talent 
Show featured 3 bands, The Banana Dump 
Truck, The Executives, and The Mixed 
Breed.  The school play, “Brigadoon” ran 
from May 3-5 and was a smash hit.  Juniors 
Kathy Roehrich and Bob Blakeslee played 
the lead roles.

Henry Sutter was Editor-In-Chief of the 
yearbook.  Other Editor-In-Chiefs were Judy 
Chevalier-”The Crown,” and Kevin Stover-
”Blue” the literary magazine.  Remember the 
magazine drive?  Did you sell any?  Mary 

Yearbook-
continued from page 4

Fogarty was president of the Glee Club.  
Frank Kapica was president of the C.Y.O. 
Bowling League .

One of the most talented rock ‘n’ roll 
bands in the area, The Profits, consisted 
of Bob Toye, Jim Coan, Mike Henry, Joe 
DeLucia, and Tim Tice.  This band was a 
true pleasure to see and listen to, as they 
played at probably more than half of the 
weekly St. Mary’s dances, as well as at 
other locations.

Talented senior athletes included Tom 
“Red” Kelly, Rick Ragula, Joe “Jesko” 
Jaskowiak, Tom Dowd, Bob “Zak” Sekerak, 
Alex “Lee” Chylko, Joe Donnelly, Bill Far-
rell, Jim “Gordo” Gordon, Fred Henry Mike 
Krotosek, Ed Lee, Jack “Flips” Phillips, 
Tom MacKay, Jack “Okie” O’Connor, Joe 
“Nip” Noble.

Other famous nicknames from the 
Class of ‘68:  Moose, Red, Chud, Streak, 
Fritz, Yaz.

At graduation time 1968, Simon & 
Garfunkel’s “Mrs. Robinson” was the top 
song in the nation.  St. Mary’s Class of ‘68 
was truly an outstanding group of individu-
als, who went on to make a very positive 
impact on society!  

Award Winners-The Middlesex County Emerald Society (MCES) along with The Pete 
Kenny Association (PKA) held their Awards Day at the Blue Moon in South Amboy.  The 
award winners are pictured (l-r) Tom O’Leary, Bob Noble, Tom Burkard, Christine Noble, 
Olivia Gorczynski, Lynn Ust, Joe Lewis, Mike Burwell, and Casey Paluskiewicz.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton).

Awards Day Held
The Middlesex County Emerald Society 

(MCES) along with The Pete Kenny Asso-
ciation (PKA) sponsored its Annual Awards 
Day on June 8th at The Blue Moon in South 
Amboy.  Over 100 people attended.

The MCES awards went to: Congress-
man Frank Pallone Jr.-Legislator of the 
Year; Dennis M. Kelly-Samaritan of the 
Year; Thomas J. O’Leary-Citizen of the 
Year; Lynn Ust-Coach of the Year; Casey 
R. Paluskiewicz-Queen of the South Amboy 
Parade; The Sebban Family-Eagle of Cour-
age; Chirssy Keir-Player of the Year; Olivia 
Gorczynski-Freshman of the Year; Katey 
Charmello-Outstanding Achievement.

The Pete Kenny Associaton awards 
were presented to: The SA Times Publisher, 
Tom Burkard for Business Person of the 
Year; Robert L. Noble-Irishman of the Year; 
Christine Noble-Irishwoman of the Year; 

Joe Lewis-Coach of the Year; Sarah Balon-
Parade Princess; Lauren Zarantonello-Don 
Szatkowski Memorial; Mike Burwell-Player 
of the Year.  In addition, all the honorees 
received an award from the Senate and Gen-
eral Assembly, signed by Senate President 
Richard J. Codey, and also a certificate of 
Special Congressional Recognition signed 
by Congressman Frank Pallone Jr.  Con-
gratulations to all!

Founded in 1983, The Pete Kenny 
Association along with the John M. Don-
nelly Foundation and Emerald Society, 
have helped to raise over $650,000 for the 
needy, as well as local athletic programs.  
Kenny praised South Amboy Mayor John T. 
O’Leary, John “Jay” McKeon, Joe Diehm 
and Kevin Harth for their ongoing dedica-
tion and participation with these wonderful 
organizations.  

Newly Crowned Prom King & Queen, Mark Stolte (L) and Lona Jensen (R) pose for a photo 
at Landmark Tavern’s Prom Night last month.
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Boy Scout Troop 95 and Cub Scout Pack 95 of South Amboy enjoyed a day at Dorbrook Park 
where they launched rockets. Pictured are top row ASM John Bellanich, Zachary Scupp, Jimmy 
Parse, Robert Pulchny, Nick Bellanich, Frank Flagg, Alex Fedorka. Bottom Row: John Paul 
Bellanich, Bobby Bialkowski, Danny McDonald, Matt Coyle, Sean Flynn, Collin Drill and Patrick 
Scupp. Missing from the picture are Zenon Yanez, and John Merlino.  Everyone had a Great Time! 
“Want to join in the fun? Boys age 7 to 17 are invited to join Troop 95 or Pack 95. Contact 
Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala @ 732-721-5432 or email t95@yahoo.com for more details. 
Hope to hear from you soon!”
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Sayreville AARP Chapter,President Frank Hryszkanich & Treasurer Wanda Roginski (R) 
present (2) $200 checks to Sayreville H.S. administrators,Patricia Wlodarczyk and Clare 
Goscienski for this year’s “Most Improved Students” which were awarded at this years 
graduation ceremonies.  Pictured (l-r) Goscienski, Wlodarczyk, Roginski, Hryszkanich.
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Mayor John T. O’Leary (l) and Library Director Elaine Gaber (r) are shown at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, celebrating the digitization of the South 
Amboy Citizen newspaper archives from 1910-1944.  The library received a grant from the 
Middlesex County Cultural Heritage Commission to digitize the valuable artifacts.

Cub Scout Pack 91 worked together to plant some beautiful flowers for the First Presbyterian 
Church in South Amboy. They had a great time! Pictured (back row, l-r)Erik K., Joseph P., 
Brandon G. & Adam S., (front row, l-r)Tiger Cubs, Jack L, Brandon M, Richie W., Phillip A. 
& Richie C.  Great job boys!!
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The Marquee says it all.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Pictured at the $1 million mixing board in the New Century Production’s audio truck are 
(l-r) Mickey “Megaton” Yannich, New Rascals’ guitarist Gene Cornish, SA Times reporter, 
Clem Skarzynski.

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion
Producing A Rock Show Part 1

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rock n rollers, it’s been awhile.  In 
last month’s issue, you were treated to an 
insightful review and interview of the live 
DVD taping and rock show featuring Gene 
Cornish and The New Rascals-Reloaded 
Tour,” by SA Times Publisher Tom Burkard, 
which took place at The Centro Lounge on 
Sat., May 10th.  Weeks prior to the show, 
I the writer, was contacted by Sayreville’s 
own Mickey “Megaton” Yannich and his wife 
Chrissie from Century Productions Record-
ing Studio, and Sayre Artist Management, 
located in Sayreville at 171 Washington Rd. 
to cover the show, but in a different way.  To 
go behind the scenes, into the video and audio 
trucks, follow the sound and camera crews, 
the stagehands, and directors in order to give 

you the readers an idea of “What goes on” 
before, during and after a live performance, 
and all it takes to put a “rock show” together, 
so here it goes.

9 a.m., Sat., May 10, at The Centro 
Lounge, 3 semis from Sheffield Audio 
and New Century Productions Video were 
parked alongside the stage door with miles 
of cables snaking their way into the building, 
with the help of some 30 or so technicians.  
Once inside, the video and audio crews set 
up their equipment at various points in the 
room, while the stagehands or “roadies” set 
up the stage for the band, all meshing together 
like a fine tuned machine.  The video crew-A 
director with 7 cameramen, the audio crew, 
18 sound techs in that crew.  The $15 mil-
lion worth of equipment in the sound and 
sight trucks was awesome!  These rigs and 
crews cover the NFL and Major League 
Baseball.  Multiple TV monitors, VHS ma-
chines, remote camera stations, mics, wires, 
just an awesome display of state-of-the-art 
audio and video technology that’s needed 
to produce a first rate, successful live rock 
show with a DVD taping!

I even got the chance to sit at the $1 
million audio mixing board with Mickey 
and Rascals’ guitarist, Gene Cornish.  Hey, 
a Big Shot!

Sayre Artists Management’s photogra-
pher, Mary C. Pomarico utilized her 20 years 
experience to work the stage as the show 
began, working her lens thru the crowd and 
mobile cameramen to capture those special 
“candid” shots of each member of the band, 
to get them at “their special moments of 
self-expression.”  The most special moment 
came when Rascals original lead singer Eddie 
Brigati walked on stage.  After 38 years!

Century Production and Sayre Art-
ist Management is a first rate production 
company, specializing in CD and live DVD 
music video production, and it showed 
from the start to finish, as mentioned, I was 
there at 9 a.m. and the entire production 
was underway for a few hours prior to my 
arrival.  The planning, venue, motels, food, 

insurance-the work starts long before you, 
the show attendee gets there, and long after 
you’ve gone.  I’ve only scratched the sur-
face as far as describing how a production 
company works. 

*Part 2 to follow in the July 26th issue 
of The SA Times.

#1 Pop Hits-June 
21st
1996-The Crossroads-Bones thugs-n-har-
mony
1980-Funkytown-Lipps, Inc.
1972-The Candy Man-Sammy Davis Jr.
1968-Mrs. Robinson-Simon & Garfunkel
1959-The Battle Of New Orleans-Johnny 
Horton

#1 Country Hits-
June 21st
1991-If The Devil Danced-Joe Diffie
1983-You Can’t Run From Love-Eddie 
Rabbitt
1975-You’re My Best Friend-Don Wil-
liams
1966-Take Good Care Of Her-Sonny 
James
1958-All I Have To Do Is Dream-Everly 
Bros.

One Hit Wonders
40 Years Ago

1968-Judy In Disguise (With Glasses)-
John Fred & His Playboy Band; Nobody 
But Me-The Human Beinz; Green Tambou-
rine-The Lemon Pipers; Love Is Blue-Paul 
Mauriat; Playboy-Gene & Debbe; Sweet 
Inspirations-The Sweet Inspirations; Sum-
mertime Blues-Blues Cheer; The Good, The 
Bad And The Ugly-Hugo Montenegro; Mas-
ter Jack-Four Jacks & A Jill; Reach Out Of 
The Darkness-Friend & Lover; MacArthur 
Park-Richard Harris; I Love You-People; 
The Horse-Cliff Nobles & Co.; Angel Of The 
Morning-Merilee Rush & The Turnabouts; 
Tip Toe Thru’ The Tulips With Me-Tiny 
Tim; Here Comes The Judge-Shorty Long; 
Grazing In The Grass-Hugh Masekela; 
Here Comes The Judge-Pigmeat Markham; 
Pictures Of Matchstick Men-Status Quo; 
Classical Gas-Mason Williams; Journey 
To The Center Of The Mind-The Amboy 
Dukes; Harper Valley P.T.A.-Jeannie C. 
Riley; Indian Reservation-Don Fardon; Girl 
Watcher-The O’Kaysions; Fire-The Crazy 
World Of Arthur Brown; All Along The 
Watchtower-Jimi Hendrix.

Kindred Farewell
The always popular local band, Kindred 

played its final show on May 30th at The 
Cabin in Howell.  Kindred also rocked the 
crowd at the Sacred Heart Carnival on May 
24th for its last local performance.  Founder 
and leader, Joe Bartlinski said in an e-mail 
to Kindred’s many fans and supporters 
that, “You, the person reading this e-mail 
is directly responsible for Kindred being 
around this long.  We did this because we 
wanted to, but having fans like you made us 
want to do it more, and we will be forever 
grateful.”

Bartlinski also personally thanked all 
the musicians he worked with through the 
years including: Tom Knable-drums; Bob 
Albert-keys; Charlie Moschitta-guitar; Steve 
Rosenberger-guitar; Ronnie Beaton-guitar; 
Jeff Flegler-guitar; Howie Fallon-drums; 
Michelle Villaphane-vocals; Pepper Harth-
vocals; Jennifer Kirkwood-vocals; Pat 
Midgley-guitar; Gary Seitis-guitar; Paul 
Doeling-guitar; Ian Ruderman-drums; Rhea 
Coral-vocals; Lisa Marie Dombrowski-keys; 
Mike Mourounas-guitar; Dave LaBerge-gui-
tar & keys.  Joe Bartlinski and his Kindred 
band will certainly be missed on the local 
music scene, but certainly left many fond 
memories of their outstanding shows.

Students Release 
Album

Sayreville’s Kennedy Park was rocking 
on Friday, May 23, 2008.  The Recording and 
Entertainment Production Workshop (AKA 
Fedora Productions) class at Sayreville War 
Memorial High School put on a show, which 
was in celebration of their debut album, [In-
sert Title Here], being released. (The title is 
not a typographical error, it really is named 
–Insert Title Here).

 The R.E.P. Workshop is an independent 
study-style class at SWMHS.  The objective 
of the class is to form a mock company (Fe-
dora Productions), to produce entertainment 
events and an album featuring student talent 
for SWMHS and the community

The stage, generously provided by the 
Borough of Sayreville, featured artists from 
the compilation-style album performing in 
various styles ranging from Hip-Hop to 
Classical Piano .  Also in attendance was 
the advisor of Fedora, Mr. James Craft, 
who organized the event along with the 
students.  Basement Audio Productions was 
responsible for the sound, which was said 
to have been heard all over the park.  They 
used power amps with about 9500 watts of 
sound… now that’s a lot of volume!

In the future, the class hopes to release 
more albums and continue to spread the tal-
ents of SWMHS students.  Anyone interested 
in purchasing a copy of the album [Insert Title 
Here], you can reach Mr. Craft by calling 
(732) 525-5251 Ext. 2296, or by emailing 
him at james.craft@sayrevillek12.net. 

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish on 
the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, 
adored and glorified today and every day.  Request 
will be granted no matter how impossible it may seem.  
Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

Music Trivia
Call Them “John”

By Tom Burkard

1.__Secret Agent Man a.John Mellencamp
2.__ Missing You b.John Fogerty
3.__Woman c.John Sebastian
4.__Wonderful! Wonderful! d.John Lennon
5.__Crocodile Rock e.John Waite
6.__On The Dark Side g.Jon Bon Jovi
7.__Welcome Back h.Elton John
8.__Folsom Prison Blues i.John Eddie
9.__Centerfield j.Johnny Cash
10._Rocky Mountain High k.Southside Johnny
11._ Jungle Boy l.Johnny Mathis
12._Blaze Of Glory m.John Cafferty
13._I Honestly Love You n.Johnny Rivers
14._The Fever o.John Denver
15._Wild Night p.Olivia Newton-John

Answers
1n 2e 3d 4l 5h 6m 7c 8j 9b 10o 11i 12g 13p 14k 15a.  
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Freshmen Phenoms-Cardinal McCarrick’s outstanding freshmen varsity hitters,  are (l-r) 
Jamie Williams, Rebecca Beshada and Jennifer Shereyka.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville 
Undefeated

The Sayreville Middle School girls 
softball turned in a dream season, as they 
finished with a perfect (16-0) record.  The 
captains for the 6th through 8th grade team 
were Samantha Amato, Kristen Fitzsim-
mons, and Jackie Nunes.  Congratulations 
on an outstanding feat!

Kearns To Coach 
Eagles

Robert Kearns has been promoted to 
head football coach at Cardinal McCarrick 
HS.  Kearns was the defensive coordinator 
under former coach Larry Nikola last year.  
He has over 26 years of coaching experience.  
The Eagles finished (2-9) last season, with 
a few very close losses, and since football 
returned to South Amboy in 1999, the club 
has had only one winning season, finishing 
(7-4) under coach Ron Raymond in 2003.  

It should be an interesting year for the 
Blue & Gold, as Kearns certainly has the 
experience, determination, and know how 
to turn the program around.

Scholar-Athletes 
Chosen

The NJSIAA held its annual Scholar-
Athlete luncheon recently at the Pines Manor.  
Matt Wiater, of Cardinal McCarrick and 
Myra Dabkowski, South Amboy.  

The GMC also held its Sportsman Award 
Banquet, and those receiving awards includ-
ed: Louis Muniz, Rachel Soltis of Cardinal 
McCarrick; Donatas Zvirblis, Myra Dab-
kowski, of South Amboy.  Congratulations 
to all on your great accomplishments!

Musyoka Falls In 
States

Sayreville’s tennis superstar, Andrew 
Musyoka won his first two rounds of play 
in the NJSIAA state tennis tourney, before 
bowing to Lenape’s Nikola Kocovic, 6-2, 
7-5.  

Kotsak Bows In 
Tourney

South Amboy’s fine singles player, 
Kevin Kotsak was eliminated in the first 
round of the NJSIAA state tennis tourna-
ment by Adriel Borshansky of Ridgewood, 
6-2, 6-4.

Widgeon Places In 
States

Cardinal McCarrick’s Brenton Widgeon 
finished 2nd place in the 200 at the Non-Pub-
lic B Boys NJSIAA Track & Field tourna-
ment.  Widgeon’s time was a quick 22.69.  He 
also copped 3rd in the 100 in 11.46, trailing 
the winner by only 0.4.  The Eagles finished 
12th of 20 teams in their group.

Burwell Picks Prep 
School

Cardinal McCarrick’s basketball super-
star, Mike Burwell, who was selected Player 
of the Year, All-State, and won the state of 
New Jersey scoring title, has chosen to attend 
South Kent Prep School in Connecticut this 
fall.  Burwell received scholarship offers 
from 10 Division 1 schools, and narrowed 
it down to Michigan, Old Dominion, San 
Diego, and Colorado State.  They suggested 
he red shirt, so he chose a prep school.  

Mike average 27.1 points per game, as he 
led the Eagles to the GMCT championship.  
He also topped the county in free throws 
made with 182, and 3 point field goals with 
65.  Burwell finished his schoolboy career 
with 1,720 points, 1,312 in 2 years at CM.

College basketball powerhouses UCLA, 
Indiana and Wichita State said they would 
follow him as he competes on the prep 
school level.    

2008 Bombers Final Stats

2008 Guvs Final 
Stats

Coach Dennis Bourgeau’s young South 
Amboy Governors baseball club finished 
with an (8-7) record for the year.  The team’s 
hitting leaders were: Batting Average-Steve 
Poltrictzky .515 Kyle Ravaioli .386 Dustin 
DeVoe .357 Matt Reagan .356 John Winkler 
.350; Runs-Pete Carroll 13; Hits- Poltrictzky 
17  Ravaioli 17; Doubles-Ravaioli 4; Triples-
Poltrictzky 1 Dylan Brown 1; Home Runs-
Poltrictzky 3 John Winkler 1 Dylan Brown 1; 
RBI-Poltrictzky 13 Ravaioli 10 John Winkler 
9; Bases On Balls-Carroll 9.

The pitching leaders: Wins-Dustin De-
Voe 3-2 Craig Warzecha 3-3 John Guiliano 
2-1; Innings Pitched-Warzecha 32 DeVoe 
27 Guiliano 22; Strikeouts-Guiliano 26 
Warzecha 24 DeVoe 23; ERA-Guiliano 4.77 
DeVoe 6.48 Warzecha 8.97. 

Lady Eagles Softball Stats

Notaro Starts 25th 
Year

Cardinal McCarrick’s fine baseball 
coach, Frank Notaro also keeps busy on 
the diamond during the summer.  He is the 
head coach of the Iselin American Legion 
team, and this year is his 25th as coach in 
the Senior Division.  Congratulations, Frank 
on a job well done!  

Klimchaks Star In 
College

The Klimchak twins, who are the sons 
of former South Amboy resident Mike Klim-
chak finished brilliant college careers.  Mike, 
starred for The College of New Jersey’s ten-
nis team, and advanced to the quarterfinals at 
the 2008 NCAA Men’s D-3 Singles Cham-
pionship in Lewiston, Maine.  He concluded 
his college career having advanced further 
than any other TCNJ men’s tennis player in 
program history.  He earned All-American 
honors twice, ITA in the fall, and NCAA 
All-American this spring.  He finished his 
career with an outstanding (144-44) in both 
singles and doubles, reaching a career high 
ranking in singles of #7 in the country.

Mike’s brother Bryan was selected 
to play in the 67th USILA North/South 
Lacrosse All-Star game, which was played 
at Harvard Stadium in Boston.  He was the 
first Montclair State player ever selected 
to play in the game.  Bryan completed his 
career at MSU as the #2 All-Time leading 
goal scorere (158 goals), one of only 5 MSU 
players to reach 200 career points, and was 
named to the 1st Team All-Skyline Confer-
ence team this past season.  Congratultions, 
Mike and Bryan!  

College Chatter
Kean University’s ace pitcher, Joe 

Bartlinski of South Amboy, was named 1st 
Team pitcher by the New Jersey Collegiate 
Baseball Association Division II & III.  The 
talented right-hander also was chosen All-
Region 1st Team pitcher.

Joe will be playing summer ball for the 
Joplin Slashers in the Jayhawks Baseball 
League at Joplin, Missouri.  Big league 
superstars who played in this league include 
Mickey Mantle, Roger Clemens, Barry 
Bonds, Albert Pujols, and Ozzie Smith.  
Congratulations and best of luck, Joe! 

Brandon Aich, Kean University’s super 
relief specialist, set an All-Time school 
record with 8 saves this year.  Aich pitched 
for Sayreville War Memorial HS.

Sayreville softball legend, Jessica Nico-
la of Monmouth University was selected as 
the Northeast Conference 1st Team catcher, 
for the second successive season.  She batted 
.389, which was #5 in the Conference, and 
tied for the team lead with 27 RBI.   Mon-
mouth finished (19-22-1).

A.J. Szatkowski of South Amboy, who 
made the Florida Southern baseball team as 
a walk-on catcher, saw limited action this 
year.  He appeared in 7 games, starting only 
one.  A.J. scored 3 runs, and showed plenty 
of promise for 2009.  The team finished at 
(29-21).  His highlight was catching against 
the Detroit Tigers Major League team.

Coach Rich Geisheimer guided one of 
the finest Blue & Gold teams in many years 
to a standout (16-6) record.  Junior pitcher 
Jessica Hartland was one of the best in the 
county, finishing (16-6), while striking out 
167 in 141.1 innings, and turning in a minis-
cule 0.89 ERA.  Three of the finest freshmen 
in town provided most of the offense for the 
Lady Eagles.  Jennifer Shereyka had the 

highest batting average (.493), and also led 
CM in runs (26), hits (37), doubles (7), triples 
(2), stolen bases (11), total bases (48), on 
base pct. (.542), slugging pct. (.640).  Frosh 
catcher Jamie Williams hit 2 home runs to 
lead the club, and frosh Rebecca Beshada 
took the RBI crown with 23.  Hartland drew 
the most walks (12). 

Sayreville Coach Mike Novak led his 
talented Bombers baseball team to a fine (13-
10) record this season.  Leading the team in 
hitting was: Batting Average-Joe Bongiorno 
.382 Mike Lafferty .349 Jake Campbell 
.333 Glenn Cannon .333 Tom Berardi .325; 
Runs-Lafferty 23 Nick Ruszala 21 Cannon 
20; Doubles-Campbell 8 Bongiorno 7; 
Triples-James DeMild 1; Home Runs-Can-
non 4 Lafferty 3 Mike Greco 3 Ruszala 2 
Berardi 2 Kevin O’Connor 2; RBI-Lafferty 
26 Ruszala 18 Cannon 18; Bases On Balls-
Ruszala 20 Bongiorno 19.

The pitching leaders: Wins-Campbell 

5-2 Bongiorno 4-3 Alec Vuono 3-2; Innings 
Pitched-Campbell 62 Bongiorno 34.3 Vuono 
26; Strikeouts-Campbell 54 Vuono 25 Bon-
giorno 20; ERA-Campbell 2.94 Bongiorno 
3.47 Vuono 4.04.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine

Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1941Champs-The talented Sacred Heart team won the South Amboy Men’s Baseball League 
title.  Pictured top row (l-r) Buddy Opiola, “Busty” Lagoda, Sam Kudelka, Ben Jankowski.  
Middle row (l-r) Art “Yup” Kowaleski, Leo Westernick, Kenny Rogers, Jankowski, John 
Szatkowski, Benny “Budniak” Kolodziejski, Walt Rogers, ?.  Bottom row (l-r) Art Pohl, ? 
Steve Zebro, “Red” Nebus. 
Kenny Rogers recalled that “We never saw the older veterans on the club, only during the 
games.  Most were married with families.”  (Photo/Information courtesy of Kenny Rogers)

1940-St. Mary’s beat Totten-
ville, 6-3 behind winning pitcher 
Joe Conroy, and the power-hitting 
of Allie Clark and John “Mikey” 
Carroll, who blasted home runs.  

1956-Sayreville pounded Perth 
Amboy St. Mary’s, 10-4.  Win-
ning pitcher, Bob Witkowski 

fired a 3-hitter and struck out 9.  Ron Kuran 
connected for a grand slam home run, and 
Vince Chitren hammered a 2-run dinger. 
1968-Sayreville topped East Brunswick, 5-3 
in baseball, as winning pitcher Reggie Car-
ney blasted a 3-run homer.  Bob Rodziewicz 
added an RBI triple, and Gary George an 
RBI single.  1972-St. Patrick’s of Elizabeth 
throttled the Eagles, 3-0 in diamond action.  
Frank “Skip” Minnick belted a triple, and 
Tom Boychuk a two-bagger for St. Mary’s.  
1980-Dunellen downed the Guvs, 8-3 in 
baseball, despite a monster solo home run 
by John Dragotta.  1997-South Amboy 
trounced St. Peter’s 18-0 in softball behind 
Nicole Magnifico’s 5 inning, 10 strikeout, 
no-hitter.  Sue Rowley went 3-for-4 with 5 
RBI, and Gina Rae was 3-for 3 with 3 RBI.  
2001-Sayreville girls’ softball team jolted 
JFK, 11-3.  Laura Lasko crushed 2 solo 
homers, Lauren Switzer had 2 hits and 3 
RBI, and Julia Switzer added 2 hits and an 
RBI.  Kristin Karbowski notched the win 
on a nifty 4-hitter. 

Year-1970
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman (9-9) vs. Manville (17-3) 
in the CJ Group I championship game.
Recap-Manville led underdog Hoffman 2-1 
in the top of the 7th, when pinch-hitter Jerry 
Prusakowski walked and Ron Croddick 
blasted a long double to center to tie it at 2-
2.  In the top of the 8th, Joe Smith walked, 
pitcher Dennis Yanoski and Jim Croddick 
both unloaded long doubles to give the Guvs 
a 4-2 lead.  Yanoski, who relieved Gary 
Lange in the third inning, pitched well until 
a combination of errors, 2 triples and a single 
gave Manville the crown, 5-4.  Yanoski had 
a strong day at the plate, stroking 2 singles 
and a double.
MVP-Jim Croddick

Diamond Dust
1977-South Amboy Babe Ruth League-Rari-
tan River 9 Boat Club 6.  Winning pitcher 
John Inman fired a 3-hitter and struck out 
15.  Tom O’Connor ripped a single and 
double, and Timmy Kelly stroked 2 singles 
and had 2 RBI.
1975-South Amboy Little Fellas League-
Modern Trans 8 Lions 0.  Frank Wahler fired 
a brilliant 0-hitter and struck out 11.
1972-SA Babe Ruth League-Independence 
6 Raritan River 2.  George Hubbs was the 
winning pitcher.
1970’s-Morgan Little League-Gomolka’s 
Auto Body 5 Roller Arena 3.  Winning pitcher 
John Poltrictzky struck out 11 and belted a 
2-run homer.  Darren Haley had 2 hits, and 
Steve Boretzky a triple for Arena.
1963-SA Babe Ruth League-Oak View 
Nursing Home 12 Sacred Heart 2.  Jerry 
Zapoticzny was the winning pitcher, and 
Billy Clayton clubbed 2 doubles and a triple 
for the Morgan club.
1950’s-SA Little League-Rotary 15 Lions 
6-Joe Osmanski blasted 2 home runs, and 
Don Osmanski slugged 1 homer to support 
winning pitcher Al Read.

Nelson’s No-Hitter
1976-Sayreville’s Bob Nelson fired a 

brilliant no-hitter to lead the Bombers to an 
11-0 first round CJ Group IV state tourney 
victory over Middletown.  He struck out 5 
and walked 1 in the complete 7-inning game.  
Mike Cannon had a double and 2 RBI, Daryl 
Spiecker 2 RBI, and Tim Brand 2 RBI for 
Sayreville.

4-Way No-Hitter
1986-Four Sayreville Bomber pitchers 

combined to no-hit New Brunswick, beat-
ing the Zebras, 1-0.  The starting pitcher 
was Chris Cook, and he was followed by 
winning pitcher Joe Fioretti.  Matt Sulli-
van, followed, and Chuck Frobosilo struck 
out 2 in the 7th inning to pick up the save.  
Sayreville scored in the 3rd inning when Ed 
Fischer singled, stole second, and Frobosilo 
singled him in.

Selover, Winnegar 
Led Guvs

1937-Coach “Jimmy” Dobrzynski’s 
Hoffman Governors had a tough (4-8) sea-
son, but had two shining stars on the club, 
pitcher Ted Winnegar who won all 4 games, 
finishing (4-4) with 102 strikeouts and only 
17 walks.  The talented George “Goldy” 
Selover, who topped the club with a solid 
.406 batting average, and was second in 
hits with 15 behind Johnson, who finished 
second in batting with a .386 mark.  Bill 
Maxfield batted .273 to notch the #3 slot.  
He also led the club with 10 runs scored.  
The team batting average was only .246, 
and they committed 62 errors through the 
12 games schedule.

10 Years Ago
1998-South Amboy’s ace pitcher, Jason 

Cross became the second Governor in his-
tory to have a perfect (9-0) season.  John 
“Skeets” Skarzynski turned in the same 
mark in ‘84, when he helped Hoffman to 
the Group I State Championship.  Cross was 
the only undefeated pitcher in Middlesex 
County in 1998!

25 Years Ago
PBA Won Title

1983-The P.B.A. captured the South 
Amboy Little Fellas League baseball cham-
pionship by defeating Daylight Bakery, 
and then topping Progressive in two games 
in the title series.  Carl Nemeth was the 
manager, and his coaches were Jim Holo-
vacko, Tom Holovacko, Steve Wisniewski 
and Jim Reilly.  The club’s talented roster 
consisted of Dave Lobycz, J.D. Roberts, 
Colin Olsen, Hector Fuentes, A.J. Boyer, 
Bob Reilly, Tom Holovacko Jr., Jim Reick, 
Craig Hewitt, the late Steve Pavich, Walter 
Schuck, Jim Holovacko Jr., Ryan Nemeth, 
and Corey Wisniewski.  P.B.A. finished with 
an outstanding (13-3) record.

30 Years Ago
Sayreville Runners Undefeated

1978-Sayreville boys cross country 
team, under Coach Gerry Carney finished a 
perfect (14-0).  The legendary club consisted 
of seniors Eric Veit and Dale Buchberger, 
soph Joe Longo, freshman John Kiernan, and 
also Harry McGowan, Joe Cipriano, Mark 
Powell, Charlie Klauder.  Longo set a course 
record at Middlesex County College.

35 Years Ago
1973-The English Association finished 

2nd place in the South Amboy Men’s Senior 
Softball League West Division with a 12-5 
record, following Mechanicsville A.C. who 
had a 14-4 mark.  Mark Bratus led the full-
time players with a fine .488 avg., and was 
followed by Ken Szatkowski, who hit .469, 
and topped the team in runs (15), hits (23), 
doubles (6), and triples (2).  Tom Szatkowski 
took the club’s HR title with 4 dingers in only 
28 at bats.  The late Jack Mason was the top 
pitcher with a 9-2 record, followed by the late 
Tom Kuc 2-2, and Dave “Stretch” Stolte 1-1.  
Other full-time players included shortstop 
Jimmy Lyons, the late Dennis Bratus, George 
Krzyzanowski, Jerry Disbrow.  Putting in 
occasional performances when available 
were Ed Suchciki, Paul Jankowski, Rich 
Krzyzanowski, Rich Krzyzanowski, Greg 
Havlusch, Bob Keegan, and O’Brien.

Carleton Team 
Leaders

1968-As a follow-up to last month’s 
vintage South Amboy Carleton League 
baseball team picture, we have discovered 
the team’s leading hitters for the season.  The 
championship club finished (9-2) under late 
Coach Danny Lewis.

Hitting leaders: Runs-Larry Kurzawa 
17 Dennis Nardone 7; Hits-Kurzawa 16 
Nardone 9 John Clark 7; Doubles-Kurzawa 
4 Nardone 3; Triples-Kurzawa 1 Nardone 1; 
Home Runs-Kurzawa 1 Nardone 1 George 
Krzyzanowski 1 Dale Kurowsky 1; Bat-
ting average-Kurzawa .485 Nardone .375 
Clark .318.

Other team members who were not pic-
tured in last month’s photo: Joe Noble, Dan 
Hansell, Nick Charmello, Steve Skarzynski, 
and batboy Charlie Lange.    

American Legion Post #62, South Amboy held its flag retirement ceremony near the boat 
ramp at the South Amboy Waterfront.  Pictured is Commander David Dill (2nd from left) 
with members and officers of the Post.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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WWW.?

This location should look familiar to you if you live in South Amboy or Sayreville.  Be specific 
on your guess.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Free Movies At Library

Dear Tom,
You do an outstanding job with the 

advertisements and interesting stories about 
the past and present.  Wish you continued 
success!

Jerry Connors
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
I am pleased to renew my subscription 

to The South Amboy-Sayreville Times.
Best wishes for continued success!
Helen Morgan
(Formerly of South Amboy) 

Dear Editor, 
On behalf of the South Amboy Youth 

Athletic Association, I would like to take the 
time to thank the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee for their generous donation of 
$1,000 to the children of South Amboy.  

At a time of rising costs and tough 
times in our economy, it is difficult for our 
Association to keep costs low and services 
high.  This donation will help us maintain 
the services that we offer to our children 
through youth baseball and softball.

As with any organization, you are only 
as strong as your volunteers.  The time and 
effort that the Parade Committee puts forth 
each year to sponsor a very successful event 
should not go unrecognized.  Their success 
is also our community’s success.   Again, on 
behalf of our children, thank you!

Gene Reagan
President, SAYAA

Dear Editor,
Happy Birthday to South Amboy!  The 

“Pleasant Little City!”
Betty Silvaney
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Pennsylvania

Dear Publisher,
Here’s my check for $20 for a renewal 

of your GREAT NEWSPAPER!  I read it 
from cover to cover and enjoy it very much.  
Keep up the great work!

Irene Kondratyk Hamelin
(Formerly of South Amboy/St. Mary’s 

Class of ‘58)
South River, NJ

Hey Tom,

Love the newspaper, just read the new 
May copy, loved it!  What a great paper, 
upbeat, happy, positive!  Please keep it go-
ing.  I love the political, sports and personal 
interest news.  Good info on local merchants 
and restaurants.  Saw one of my favorites 
in there, Peter’s Fishery.  Guess the secret’s 
out about the place now.

Best,
Dennis O’Leary
Sayreville, NJ

Dear Tom, 
I enjoy The SA Times each month, 

especially the nostalgic articles.  This was a 
great issue!  Congratulations to my cousin, 
Jerry Connors on his article on the Raritan 
Diner.  Congratulations to “The Pleasant 
Little City” on its 100th birthday, and a 
big congratulations to the First Aid on its 
75th, and to Betty Leveille.  The First Aid 
has always been there for the citizens of 
South Amboy.  I am grateful for their help 
with my family.  I remember as a child the 
quarter cards for their fund raising, and the 
excitement my sister, Margie, and I felt 
when our parents allowed us to put a quarter 
in the slot.

Keep up the good work with The SA 
Times, Tom!

Sincerely,
Jackie Dowling Brzezniak
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my payment for a 2-year 

subscription to The SA Times.  That was a 
sad picture of the Raritan Diner in the April 
26 issue.  In the 1950’s, after the bars closed, 
it was off to the diner for some bacon or ham 
and eggs before heading home.  “Hamburger 
Mike” was at the grill.  South Amboy at that 
time was a party town.  A time, I believe, 
never equaled before or since.  The Raritan 
Diner was an integral part of the town along 
with the bars and firehouses, and the citizens 
living in town.  Thanks for the memories!

Alfons Marczak
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Surf City, NJ

1950’s-This vintage photo from the 1950’s shows the classic Georgette’s on Route 35 
South in the Melrose section of Sayreville, and right behind it is the Dutch Boy Paints tank.    
To the right of the Dutch Boy is another tank.  Does anyone know if both tanks contained 
water?  Note the beautiful, old-fashioned gas pump at the Exxon station in the foreground 
on the Rt. 35 North side of the highway.

Mystery Question Answer
Two people correctly answered last 

month’s “Mystery Question” which was, 
“What do the following have in com-
mon?  Hope Homes, Pine Avenue Walkers, 
President Park, Munn’s Village, Luke Street, 
Laurence Harbor, Stevens Avenue Walkers, 
Madison Park.

Former South Amboy resident, and 
St. Mary’s Grammar/HS graduate, Fran 
Fitzmorris sent the following answer: “I 
believe they were bus stops from St. Mary’s 
Grammar School during the late ‘50’s and 

at least the 60’s, and after they were called, 
the Stevens Ave. and Pine Ave. Walkers 
were called.  How am I sure?  I, along with 
Pat Casey, and another person were the 8th 
grade Bus Callers that year.  It was a job you 
wanted.  It made you feel important.

The buses would park in a row from the 
doorway up by the parking lot all the way 
down to the corner of Stevens Ave., and we 
would start with the exit up by the parking 
lot and work our way down Second St. in 
order to Stevens Ave., and they would be 
last.  My position was by the office door 
nearest Stevens Ave.”

Elaine Holton Scott, said that, “In St. 
Mary’s Grammar School, all children had 
been “labeled” according to their transporta-
tion (or lack of), and the Mystery Question is 
the list of all the groups.  When your “label” 
had been called, that’s when you got up to 
exit the building.  I just want to mention that 
the Laurence Harbor group had also included 
Cliffwood Beach.  I have to smile when I 
remember the time long ago, when I was 
a “Stevens Avenue Walker.”  I had totally 
forgotten about that.  Great question Tom, 
and great memories, Franny!”

Remember When?
You’ve been on the planet earth for 

awhile now if you remember when ice 
cream men, gas station attendants, and first 
aid members wore white uniforms.  Have 
any wonderful memories or photos to share, 
please let us know.

This vintage Raritan Diner ad from the 
1960’s was sent in by avid SA Times reader 
and former South Amboy resident, Alfons 
Marczak. 

Melrose Memories

Amboys Drive In
Who could ever forget this place?  If you 

have any memories, and they are printable, 
and you would like to share them with our 
readers, please let us know.  Does anyone 
out there in SA Times land have a photo of 
the Amboys Drive In?

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting

A meeting will be held on June 24,Tues-
day,2008 at the Sayreville Veterans Of 
Foreign Wars,Post #4699 at Jernee Mills 
Road for the Ladies Auxiliary. Come Meet 
the newly elected officiers and see what is 
coming up in the following months at our 
auxiliary.For more infro call @732-264-
3041.

The Melrose section of Sayreville had 
some pretty interesting places and things 
going on through the years.  Do you have 
any photos or memories to share with SA 
Times readers?

We are especially interested in any you 
may have about the Dutch Boy Paints tank, 
and also Georgette’s.  There was also another 
tank next to the one with the Dutch Boy logo 
on it.  Does anyone know what the tanks 
purpose was, and what was inside?

Drop us an e-mail at: satimes@aol.com, 
or send your memories via snail mail to: SA 
Times, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 
08879.  Please include your name, address, 
and phone number. 

Winners
Last month’s big winners correctly 

identified the location at the Christ Church 
Cemetery in South Amboy.  Several people 
also knew the family name which was “Per-
rine” inscribed on it.

The top winners who knew the loca-
tion and name on the monument were: 
Estelle Pluskota, Marian Mills, Mary Ann 

Matarangolo, Jake, Luke and Bob Allen, 
Agnes Leslie, and Matt Prusik.  Those 
who guessed only the cemetery correctly 
were Chris Olender, W. Tom Kross, Betty 
Silvaney, Janet Kern, Joanne Niestempski.  
Congratulations to all winners!

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy is also proud to present “Mon-
day Night @ the Movies” with free refresh-
ments as well as a movie matinee.  Please 
contact the library for scheduled dates.

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School.  For more information, 
please contact the library at info@dowdell.
org or 732.721.6060.
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Avoid Injury While Enjoying Golf
Most golf injuries are related to the 

swing.  The most common injuries are to 
the lower back, and for right handed people, 
the left wrist, followed by the left hand, left 
shoulder and left knee.  Left handed people 
would be the opposite; the right wrist, fol-
lowed by the right hand, right shoulder and 
right knee.  Sprains, strains and tendonitis 
are the most common complaints.  Injuries 
can be prevented or minimized with proper 
preparation.  Following are some simple 
steps to take to avoid injury and enjoy golf 
to its fullest:

1.Ask your Chiropractor about a con-
ditioning program to strengthen and stretch 
the muscles used in the golf swing.  2.Use 
the expertise of your local golf pro.  He can 
insure that your swing is mechanically cor-
rect.  Improper swing mechanics are the most 
common cause of golf injuries.  3.Make sure 
your clubs fit your body.  Clubs are like shoes; 
if you don’t buy the right size, your body 
will suffer consequences.  4.If you walk the 
course rather than ride, don’t carry your golf 
bag.  Carrying a bag, even the lightweight 
styles, add extra strain on your body.  Use a 
pull-cart.  Those golfers with back problems 
might try pushing the cart rather than pulling 
it-this will reduce the rotational strain on 
your lower back.  5.Don’t forget the simple 
things such as bending your knees to pick 
up the golf ball.  6.If you injure yourself, 
stop playing and consult your Chiroprac-
tor as soon as possible.  7.Have fun!  Too 
many golfers take the game too seriously.  
Remember, the game is supposed to relieve 
stress, not create it.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season opened up and there is 

plenty of action in the bay, but it’s the keep-
ing that’s the problem.  The new 18inch size 
limit is having its effect on reducing the 
catches, yet some people manage the size 
limits and some big Fluke at 9 & 10 pounds 
have been landed.  Bluefish action, weather 
you fish on a party boat or from the shore, is 
top quality.  On few evenings I have visited 
Cliffwood Beach, I saw some non-stop ac-
tion with Bluefish averaging 4 to 8 pounds 
with some smaller and some larger.  South 
Amboy beach has also has been producing 
Bluefish.  There are some big Striped Bass 
around, including some fish going past the 
30 pound mark, but its not as good as last 
year either in the bay or the ocean.  With 
Blackfish season closed party boats are 
catching Sea Bass and Ling coast wise on 
a regular basis.  Some Kingfish are in the 
surf to our south.
Fresh Water

The week before Memorial Day, my 
wife and I fished the Pequest near Great 
Meadow.  She caught four Rainbows on 
worms and I caught one. The current heat 
wave will slow up the Trout fishing for those 
that are left.  Bass, Pickerel and pan fish 
and anything else you catch in fresh water 
should be very good.  Hybrid Striped Bass 
are on the prowl in the evenings at Spruce 
Run reservoir.

SAVE THE DATES!
There will be a Special TITANIC pro-

gram on Monday June 23rd at 7 pm!
Monday June 30th at 6:30 pm- MON-

DAY AT THE MOVIES! The Spiderwick 
Chronicles (rated PG).

JULY 1 at 12:00 pm come see MAGIC 
JIM for our OPENING PROGRAM PER-
FORMANCE! Magic Jim has a super fun 
and exciting magic show that he wants you 
to be a part of!

AUGUST 14 at 2:00 pm come see 
JUNIOR JAM give a rip-roaring children’s 
concert  for our CLOSING PROGRAM 
PERFORMANCE!  We can’t wait to see 
you soon at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
in South Amboy! 

Contact us for more details at 
732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org
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Kids Corner

Car Crazy!  8-month old Vincent Lee of South Amboy looks like he’s ready to drive to the 
Jersey shore.

Vincent’s cousins, 1 1/2 year old Katelyn (l) and her brother Zachary (r), 3 years old of 
Maine, also enjoy cruisin’ in their cool cars through the mountains of the Pine Tree State.
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Babo, Danielle, 26, of Parlin died on 

May 10.
Bodak, Leon A., 92, of Sayreville died 

on June 5.
Borawski, Czeslawa, 80, of South Am-

boy died on May 24.
Bush, Rose, 82, of Parlin died on June 

2.
Callahan, James J., 80, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 5.
Daly, Michael P., 29, of South River 

died on May 30.
DeAndrade, Marie, 70, of Sayreville 

died on May 22.
Dunn, Hugh F. Jr., 76, of Sayreville 

died on June 6.
Fehrle, Miriam Eberle, 81, of Sayreville 

died on May 15.
Flick, Dr. Ferdinand H., 91, of Sayreville 

died on June 11.
Geant, John A. “Jack,” 82, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 24.
Gilbert, V. Ida, 85, of South Amboy 

died on June 3.
Griffin, Mark, 35, of Sayreville died 

on June 2.
Hahn, Margaret G., 89, of South Amboy 

died on May 23.
Ippolito, Teresa, 90, of Parlin died on 

May 23.
Jaworowski, Victoria T., 84, of Melrose 

died on June 10.
Kabara, Josephine M., 90, of Parlin 

died on June 1.
Kollman, Susan, 49, of Sayreville died 

on May 24.
Lasko, Julia, 101, of South Amboy 

died recently.
Latham, Michelle, 25, of Parlin died 

on May 10.
Litchkowski, Wayne W., 52, of Sayre-

ville died on June 2.
Lyons, Marie Check, 54, of South Am-

boy died on June 8.
Manion, Joseph M. II, 27, formerly of 

Parlin died on May 20.
Mazur, Rose M., 82, of Sayreville died 

on June 1.
Norton, Gary R., 66, formerly of South 

Amboy died on May 14.
Paisal, Vincent, 80, of South Amboy 

died on May 23.
Patuchinea, Dorothy Ruszczyk, 70, of 

South Amboy died on May 14.
Pijanowski, Benjamin “Poke,” 83, of 

Sayreville died on May 29.
Poetsch, Dorothy, 87, of South Amboy 

died on June 8.
Radakovich, Nicholas, 87, of Parlin 

died on May 25.
Read, Dorothy P., 84, of South Amboy 

died on June 4.
Rucki, Pearl, 78, of Sayreville died on 

May 23.
Sayko, Andrew F., 91, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 19.
Shafnacker, Clarice, 99, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 1.
Sincavage, Bernard J., 78, of Parlin 

died on June 2.
Skrynka, Allen E., 53, of South Amboy 

died on May 26.
Szatkowski, Edward R., 31, of South 

Amboy died on May 24.
Tanggaard, Edward Jr., 84, of Parlin 

died on May 30.
Vona, Patrick J., 100, formerly of South 

Amboy died on April 10.
Warden, Drew W., 26, of Sayreville 

died on May 17.
Wilson, Coy G., 86, of South Amboy 

died on June 9.
Zadlock, Thomas R., 72, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 24.
Zdan, Edward E., 82, of Sayreville died 

on May 27.
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Summer Happenings-Fun, Fun, Fun!

Friday Night Cruisin’ At The Pank

Hoffman High 
Reunion

The 10th Annual H.G. Hoffman HS 
Alumni Reunion is being planned for Sunday, 
Aug. 17 from 1-5 p.m. at Seabras Armory 
Restaurant, Front St., Perth Amboy.  The 
cost is $50 p/p, which includes a dinner 
buffet, refreshments and dessert.  Any class 
that are celebrating anniversaries this year 
and wish to participate, should contact Ms. 
Susan Mattsson ASAP to set aside tables for 
your group.  Please send your checks ASAP, 
and payable to: Ms. Susan Mattsson, 241 
Cindy St., Old Bridge, NJ 08859.  e-mail 
to: Smatts4@aol.com.

Salt Water Day
The Annual Salt Water Day will be 

held on August 9th at the Laurence Harbor 
Beachfront off of Route 35 North.  For more 
info call 732-566-2227.

Frog Hollow 5K 
Run

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club will 
host its Annual 5K Run and Healthwalk on 
Sat., June 28th.  There will be tee shirts, 
prizes, a Kids Fun Run and post-race pic-
nic.  Proceeds will again benefit the City 
of South Amboy’s Fire Department and 
First Aid Squad.  The generous support and 
sponsorship of this event by local businesses 
and organizations has in recent years raised 
more than $15,000 for the City’s emergency 
departments.

Race entry forms are available at www.
froghollowswim.com or you may sign up at 
7 a.m. on race day.

Summer Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold a book sale on Sun., June 
22 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. in the conference 
room of the library.  A bag of books can be 
purchased for $5.  Bags will be furnished 
by the Friends’ group.  For more info call 
732-727-1566.

South Amboy Car 
Show/Flea Market

The 9th Annual Car Show and Flea 
Market, sponsored by Independence Fire 
Company will be held on August 3rd on 
Broadway in South Amboy. Summer Concerts 

To See
The following FREE summer concerts 

will be held at the Woodbridge HS football 
field on Kelly St., on Mondays at 7:30 p.m.  
July 7-The Duprees; July 21-Lou Christie; 
July 28-Johnny Maestro & The Brooklyn 
Bridge; Aug. 25-The Infernos.

On Wed., July 23rd, at 6 p.m., don’t 
miss Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul 
performing at a FREE concert at Sandy Hook 
Beach Area E.  The event is sponsored by 
the Sandy Hook Foundation.

Waterfront Festival
The 20th Annual Perth Amboy Water-

front Festival will be held on July 12-13 at 
Sadowski Parkway.  This should be lots of 
fun for everyone!

Independence Day 
Celebration

The Borough of Sayreville will hold a 
huge Independence Day Celebration on June 
28th at Kennedy Park.  Entertainment will 
feature Jersey Shore legend, John Eddie, 
Matt O’Ree, and popular Sayreville group, 
Rosedale.  There will also be a beautiful 
fireworks display.

City Wide Yard Sale
Don’t miss South Amboy’s City Wide 

Yard Sale on Saturday, June 21, with a rain 
date of Sunday, June 22.  The event has been 
a huge success for several years now, and 
draws people from many other communities 
in search of great bargains in “The Pleasant 
Little City.”

Photos and Feature by Clem Skar-
zynski

In last month’s issue, SA Times Pub-
lisher Tom Burkard gave SA Times readers 
some great pics of the customs and hot rods 
you can see every Friday night through 
October at the Peter Pank Diner on Route 9 
North, Sayreville.  So, my wife Kathy and I 
decided to check out the action ourselves.

Hey, if you’re a motorhead, or just like 

seeing some really cool rides, ya gotta get 
up to “The Pank.”  D.J. Richie Flash has 
been hosting these cruise nites for “ions” 
and does a fanatastic job with the crowd.  
Locals included Sayreville P.D.’s awesome 
“Dare Machine,” and Ron Guths’ ‘68 Pro 
Street Camaro!  Old Bridge’s Frank Barnarc 
showed up with his ‘79 Dodge Arrow bodied 
funny car too!  And great food too!  Stop in, 
grab a burger and shake, say ‘hey’ to Alex, 
and have a “cool time.”

ATLANTIC CITY 
TRIP

The OLV Senior group is planning a 
trip to Atlantic City on Wednesday, August 
13, 2008 to Tropicana Casino. The price 
of $25.00 includes the bus, a show entitled 
“Dancing Queen” and $10 cash. The bus 
departs from OLV lower parking lot at 11AM 
and returns approximately at 9PM. Please 
contact Jack at (732) 254-7263. 

Summer At 
Cheesequake
Salt Marsh Hike

A 1-hour interpretive hike of the salt 
marsh will be held at Cheesequake State 
Park on June 29 starting at 1 p.m. This spe-
cial habitat is home to a variety of wetland 
species.  Many plants and animals will be 
discussed and viewed during the hike, which 
is opened for ages 8 & up.  The only fee is 
for park entrance, and hikers can meet at the 
Hooks Creek Lake bathhouse pavilion.  For 
more info call 732-566-3208.
Yellow Trail Hike

Cheesequake will hold a Yellow Trail 
Hike, on July 27, in which participants will 
explore the Yellow Trail and learn interesting 
facts about the park.  All ages are welcome 
for the event which begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Bathhouse Pavilion.  The only fee is for park 
entrance.  For details call 732-566-3208.

Other events at the Park for August 
are: Aug. 10-Nature Hike, 1:00 p.m.; Aug. 
31-Osprey Talk, 1:00 p.m.  The park will 
also feature Kayaking Eco-Tours from June 
through August.  For registration and more 
info call 732-566-3208.

Free Summer 
Concerts

The Middlesex County Dept. of Parks 
& Recreation will present the following 
FREE Summer Concert Series at Raritan 
Bay Waterfront Park, South Amboy/Sayre-
ville Beach Front,  O’Leary Blvd., South 
Amboy on Wednesday 6:30-8:30 p.m. rain 
or shine.

July 9-Walt Wagner & The Serenaders; 
16-The Robert Murdock Band (Tribute to the 
60’s, 70’s, 80’s); 23-The Jack Alan Orchestra 
(Featuring vocalist Sandy Sasso); 30-Bernie 
Goydish and the Jersey Polka Stars.  August 
6-”Back to the 50’s” with Mickey & Ron; 
13-The Eletta Hungarian Folk Band; 20-Irish 
Night featuring The Perry Brothers; 27-The 
Tim Gillis Band (The greatest in country 
music).  *In case of inclement weather, you 
will be directed to the South Amboy Middle 
High School Auditorium by Park Rangers.  
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“Remember 
When…..
Memories of South 
Amboy”

The City of South Amboy is sponsoring 
“Remember When…“Memories of South 
Amboy”.  This is a City Centennial Event 
where residents will be videotaped recall-
ing their memories of South Amboy.  These 
glimpses into our City’s past will be edited 
and presented as a film in honor of our City’s 
100th Birthday! 

The City of South Amboy would like 
to invite any resident of South Amboy, 
especially our senior citizens to share their 
memories of South Amboy. 

If you would like to participate in this 
event, please contact events@southamboynj.
gov or call 732.525.5961 by July 1st, 2008

Remember?  When gas was only $1.95 a 
gallon?  Doesn’t seem too long ago, does it?  
One SA Times reader recalled back around 
1968, when the Hy-Fy gas station and Hess, 
both on Route 9 South had price wars.  He 
said the cheapest he paid at that time was 
19 cents a gallon!  Not bad, huh, but another 
reader who is a World War II veteran, said 
he recalled paying 5 cents a gallon in the 
early 1940’s!  Unbelievable!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Be
By Dennis O’Leary

Today not bend our restless mind
We live and laugh and sing.
Tell and live our own good truth
Don’t care ‘bout a thing!
For who can say what I should be
Or tell you who you are?
The Universe, the God, the Love
The Nearest, Farthest Star
Shows out the Way
And shines our Light
“Come on, 
It can’t be Far.”
So on this day let’s calm our mind
Let’s let the drama play
Let’s sit us down, let’s order wine
Here’s a nice Café!”
“A toast to You!  A toast to me!
No doing, let’s just BE.”
No running, thinking, stumbling on
We sit and watch the world go by
Happy, peaceful, free. 

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has 
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your 
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in 
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother 
Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest 
Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you 
to answer my petition (mention here) and carry out 
your promise of doing good upon earth of letting fall 
from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,  Dear 
Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made known 
everywhere and I will never cease to lead others to 
Jesus through you. Amen.-C.J.P.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Local Wildlife

This mother goose and her young goslings were spotted in the Morgan Creek near the 
area where the legendary Old Spy Inn was located in the Morgan section of Sayreville.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

American Heroes
By Elaine Scott

The coming of 4th of July has made 
me think about just what it is exactly which 
makes the United States the greatest country 
in the world.  Is it the land, itself, for which 
our forefathers had fought so hard and had 
risked so much?  Is it all of the opportunities 
in life which we are given?  Is it all of the 
freedoms afforded to us under the law?  No, 
they are only some of the reasons, not the 
main one.  I believe the fundamental reason, 
the “bottom line,” is found in the Latin words 
of our American motto:  E Pluribus Unum, 
Out of Many, One.  It is, and always has 
been, the American people, so diverse and 
so uniquely different, coming together in 
unity under the greatest flag on earth.  We 
are unlike any other country, a land which 
has been and continues to be filled with 
American Heroes.   Now, on the eve of our 
nation’s 232nd anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, it’s very ap-
propriate to acknowledge all of those heroes 
who make our country so great.

Let us all pay tribute to our fallen soldiers 
who had made the ultimate sacrifice by giving 
up their lives for our country.  Without them, 
America would have ceased to be long ago.  
May their memories never be forgotten, as 
they are the true American Heroes.

Let us all salute our Veterans from past 
and present wars who had given so much 
for our country, often without fanfare and 
even a “thank you.”  They are our American 
Heroes.

Let us all support our men and women 
in the military, those who, each and every 
day, courageously put their lives and physical 
well-being in jeopardy without question and 
without hesitation.  May they all come home 
again soon.  They are America’s finest; they 
are also our American Heroes.

Let us give honor to all the families who 
have lost loved ones in times of war.  Their 
suffering was and is on our behalf.  They 
are our American Heroes.

Let us pay our respects to all of our law 
officers who protect us, our firemen who help 
us, and to our ambulance paramedics who 
speed to us when we need them.  They are 

our American Heroes.
Let us give recognition to all of our 

doctors, nurses, clergy, lawyers and politi-
cians who, each in their own way, make it 
possible for us to lead better lives.  They are 
our American Heroes.

Let us give credit to the hardworking 
middle-class who always have been and 
continue to be the backbone of our country.  
They are our American Heroes.

Let us applaud the affluent who share 
their personal wealth with those less fortu-
nate, as well as, for the betterment of man-
kind.  They are our American Heroes.

Let us pay homage to our elderly who, 
by their efforts and foresight, let us reap the 
rewards of all they had done.  They are our 
American Heroes.

Let us commend everyone who has 
ever had the courage to protest against racial 
inequalities, unpopular wars, and unfair 
governmental policies.  They, too, are our 
American Heroes.

Let us all acknowledge those who vol-
unteer their time and labor to help the needy, 
including the abused and abandoned animals.  
They are our American Heroes.

Let us continue to insure the rights of 
all the disabled and afflicted, who, by their 
perseverance, are an inspiration to the rest 
of us.  They are our American Heroes.

Let us extend a welcoming hand to all the 
immigrants who come to our great country 
legally, eager to become “one of us.”  One 
day, they and their children will also become 
our American Heroes.

Let us make certain the youth of today 
will inherit a safe and beautiful country in 
which to live, just as we did when we were 
young.   They are not only America’s hope 
for the future, they are also tomorrow’s 
American Heroes.

May God continue to bless this great 
country of ours and all of our American 
Heroes.

I wish everyone a safe and happy 4th 
of July.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Little Richard In South Amboy – 1966 – Part 1
By Henny The DJ

The original founding fathers of Rock 
and Roll were deemed an unnecessary com-
modity in the early ‘60’s because of the 
phenomenon called “The British Invasion.”  
and the irony there was that the early Brit-
ish Invasion, was nothing more than white, 
young, fey Englishmen singing recycled 
American black rhythm and blues songs by 
those same redundant founders of rock and 
roll, but somehow these foreign bands now 
made their second rate versions of those 
songs acceptable and valued. So when The 
Searchers  were singing “Love Potion #9” 
to a crowd of thousands in some spiffy, sold 
out venue in California,  The Clovers were 
singing their same original version of the 
song to 23 drunks in Patsies’ Clam Bar and 
Nite Club in Providence, Rhode Island.

But this situation is not really what this 
article is about, it is about the courage: raw, 
unbridled, gutsy, heroic, fearless, intrepid, 
stouthearted,  courage (thanks, Mr. Roget)   
displayed to the hilt, on the stage of Colonel 
Cooper’s Night Club on Highway #35 in 
South Amboy by one of those fading found-
ing fathers, a guy wearing layers #9 Max 
Factor pancake make-up….the architect  of 
Rock and roll…Little Richard

 First of all, the idea of Little Richard 
appearing in South Amboy in the 60’s was 
about as likely as the Hindenburg Zeppelin 
landing on Broadway and Augusta Street. It 
was only the stuff of dreams. There are two 
very different reasons I say that: one,  that 
may not make sense to you at all, was that 
he was just too big a star. How big was he? 
If you go back to Bob Dylan’s high school 
year book in Minnesota you’ll see that his 
one desire for the future was to be the next 
Little Richard. That’s Bob Dylan we’re 
talking about! I mean even today who is a 
bigger star than Prince? And what is Prince 
but a copy of Little Richard, a good copy, 
but still a copy. And the other reason was just 

the opposite, Little Richard was too small; 
his music was dead, his songs weren’t, but 
nobody wanted to hear him sing them. 

 But this Little Richard story really be-
gins with a disastrous Beatles’ concert. You 
see, I’d taken my younger brother, John, and 
my little sister, Nancy, both avid Beatle nuts 
to see the Beatles perform at Shea Stadium 
in July of 1966. There we were, along with 
a throng of reverent, adoring fans ready to 
see the show of our lives, and what did the 
Beatles do on that lovely Summer night 
with this huge, rabid crowd on hand? What 
did they give the thousands and thousands 
who came out through Hell and high water 
to see them? 

I’ll tell you what they did.  They phoned 
it in! 

They came out, said not one word to the 
audience, did the easiest and least challeng-
ing of their songs and left the stage without 
hardly ever even looking at the crowd and 
laughing with each other like they were in 
on some big, cosmic joke…and, of course, 
they were but  the joke was on us, their 
dedicated fans. Little did I know that Little 
Richard would be there to atone for this bitter 
disappointment!

Jump ahead months later to Novem-
ber of ‘66, to a Thursday night at Colonel 
Cooper’s on Star Night,  presenting Little 
Richard. I truly believe that I was the only 
one in the mostly male audience that came 
that night to delight in his music. Little 
Richard persona is the same now as it was 
then…over the top drag queen personified. 
So, not only did he have an audience that 
was not familiar with his then over 10 year 
old collection of hits; he also had to face an 
audience of guys who were there to pick 
up girls, not be entertained by a guy who 
looked like one.

continued July Issue
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